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IBM's response to letter ballot 00-0029 is:

YES with comments

1.   Responding to Bill Klein's comment on VALIDATE:

In response to previous review comments, it was decided that VALIDATE would

and should not be extended to operate on object references and pointers.

VALIDATE deals explicitly with items described with picture character

strings (P. 382, USAGE clause, GR 3) if you read as I do, that "if present"

applies to SIGN.

The rules of the DEFAULT and DESTINATION clause are clear that VALIDATE

does not set or default values of pointers and object references, and they

should stay that way.

2.   Bill's other comments should be applied.

